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Openmg Image Checklist
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Use this checklist to create an opening image that immediately communicates
your story's world, tone, and emotional starting point,

E Show the hero in their ordinary world in a way that reveals
mood, tone, and genre.

Qrdinary world means life befare the big change. Mead is the emotional feel,
Tone is the storyteller's attitude. Genre is the type of story clearly suggested
by this first glimpse.

[:] E Create a clear visual or situation that could work as a still
image or poster.
Ask: If I froze this moment, would it sum up the herg's starting peint in
one iconic image?

C] m Hint at what is missing or wrong in the hero's life.
Show a subtle sign of lack or dissatisfaction that signals something needs
ta change, without spelling it out in dialogue.

| ﬁ Set up a contrast with how the story is likely to end.

This is the before picture. Think about how this moment will emotionally
or visually differ from the final image at the end of the story.

i a Avoid heavy exposition and show the situation through behavior.
Let actions, reactions, and environment communicate who the hero is
and what their life is like, instead of long explanations or info-dumps.

| Quick Reminder
| A strong opening image is not just a beginning,
Itis a promise of the journey to come,
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